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factors, whose extraordinarily luxurious manner
of life is well described in his pages. Gilded car-
riages, hung with rich Persian carpets, drawn
by white buEocks, and accompanied by horses
decked in silver harness, were the least repre-
hensible features of the gorgeous display. And
all this in*spite of the fact that twenty years had
not yet passed since Roe had achieved his credit-
able failure at the court of Jahangir.

At Ahmedabad Mandeslo had an interview
with the Mohammedan governor, and was by
him initiated into the mystery of the secret
of Oriental government. Having ordered twenty
nautch girls to come and perform before him-
self and his guests, he was informed that they
refused to show themselves unless they were paid
higher wages. He immediately sent for them
and had them beheaded in his presence. His
guests were not unnaturally a little startled by
the spectacle; but the governor cheerfully re-
marked: " Where is the wonder, gentlemen?
We must banish contempt by fear. If I acted
otherwise,   I   should  not  be  long master  of
Ahmedabad." After a short visit to Cambay?
where he saw a Raj put widow perform the rite of
suttee, Mandeslo went to Agra. Although in
the capital, he does opt seem to have seen any-
thing of Shah Jahan, and his stay was abridged
by an unfortunate and amazing coincidence*
While in Ispahan, the German embassy had had
a street scuffle with a portion of the populace,
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